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Dear Parent/Carers, 

 

SUMMER READING RACE 
 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know.  

The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”- Dr Seuss 

 

The SPJS Summer Reading Race has been designed to encourage children to read a wide variety of texts 

through friendly competition. We are focussing on reading for pleasure but support of fluency and 

comprehension can be achieved too. You could use the attached questions/discussions with your child when 

sharing reading or ‘book talk’ at home. 

 

The children have had an assembly on Thursday to explain the two challenges: ‘The Sprint’ (5 books) and ‘Long 

Distance’ (10 books). They have been asked to choose, based on how many books they can read at their level 

before July 21st. Every completed book will receive a sticker, that will fill a school wide race track, as the year 

groups compete for the pole position! Each child will receive their own race track to work on by Monday 9th May 

and we ask that you sign and date when they have completed a book. There are optional reading challenges to be 

completed along the way and they can be collected from outside the library. This is not additional to reading 

homework but we are hoping it encourages children to read for enjoyment outside of homework hours! 

 

The Reading race will culminate in a whole school celebration on Thursday 21st July, where children who have 

worked hard to complete their tracks will get to choose from a series of exciting activities. Additionally, a 

prize of £100 per class will be awarded to the winning year group and will be spent on their class library for 

2022/2023. If Year 6 is victorious, they will choose the books for the school library as their legacy! 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mrs Shabankareh-Smith    

English Lead 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLUENCY 
 

1. Did I read at a good, steady pace, pausing at commas and full stops? What could 

I improve? 

2. Did I read with rhythm?  

3. Did I read with expression and character voices?  

4. Did I manage to decode unusual/challenging words?  

5. Did I take notice of other punctuation when reading (e.g. emphasise a sentence 

with an exclamation mark or read questions with an upward inflection)? 

 

COMPREHENSION 
 

1. Where is the story set? Can you describe the setting? 

2. How did you know that this was non-fiction? 

3. Choose a word that you don’t know the meaning of and look it up in a dictionary. 

What does it mean? 

4. Who are the main characters in the story? Are they similar to any characters 

that you’ve met before? 

5. What does this word… tell you about…? 



 

 

6. Can you find an example of descriptive language in the last chapter of this book? 

What makes this an effective choice? 

7. Can you predict what might happen after the story has finished? 

8. Find three different types of punctuation in this book. What is their purpose? 

9. Choose a character to discuss. Do you think the author intended you to like or 

dislike this character? Find evidence to support your opinion 

10. Do you think the title of the book is appropriate for the plot of the story? Can 

you think of three better titles? 

11. Who are the main characters in the story? How were they each feeling when…? 

Have you ever felt like this? 

12. Was this book exciting? Did it build up tension and suspense? Find evidence in 

the text to support your answer. 

13. Choose a chapter from the book. How does the author create atmosphere here? 

14. Can you find an example of the author using a simile or a metaphor? Come up 

with one of your own that you think would fit in well in this book. 

15. Can you find an example of descriptive language in the last chapter of this book? 

What makes this an effective choice? 

 

FURTHER READING TALK 
 

1. What was your favourite part of the story? Why? 

2. Why did you choose this book? Would you recommend it to someone else? 

3. Think about the dilemma in this book. What would you do in the character’s 

shoes? 

4. Why do you think your teacher recommended this book to you? 

5. How many chapters did this book have? Why do you think books have chapters? 

6. What would you change about this book? Why? 

7. Which character do you think the author wants us to like? How can you tell? 

8. Who do you think the author wrote this book for? 

9. Try to retell the plot in under thirty words. It’s harder than you think! 

10. Would you read another book by this author? Why/why not? 

 


